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MINISTER’S SLANT -    Far-dreams and the future. . . 

Once when my grandson was about 8 years old, he went shopping for summer shorts.  He 

chose three pair, all the same style and several sizes too large.  When his mother asked him 

about his choice, he replied, “I need them big in case someone needs to borrow them.”  He was 

wise beyond his years -- generous and planful. Generosity is a blessing; it comes large; it is love 

made visible and concrete.  Planning for the future is also good. 

 We are all recipients of the primordial generosity of the Earth who provides for all our 

material needs, and we are beneficiaries of the elders of our people for many blessings for body 

and spirit. 

 Consider our religious house which the founders provided.  When they agreed to form a 

Universalist Society in Stockton in 1892, they were only 27 strong, about as many as attend 

services on any given Sunday lately!  So few, to dream so large!  And they made it happen.  The 

land was acquired, the building erected a few years later, in 1899.  Generations of children 

attended Sunday School here; generations of elders were bid good-bye.  In between, the mid-

generation worked in the office, the kitchen, the grounds, and kept all in good repair.  But all 

this while, the demographics were changing.  The trains stopped stopping here; businesses 

moved away, and along with them, the young people in search of jobs. 

 What will happen to this little country church if this trend continues?   When I drive 

through  little towns near Stockton, I see church buildings that have been renovated into antique 

shops or restaurants.  It is worrisome, and I wonder how we will honor the generosity and intent 

of those Universalist founders, given the circumstances we face now. 

 This is a perilous, exciting, and promising time to be here!  Your Board of Trustees and 

committees are working overtime to generate plans for our future.  We are searching for ways to 

re-invent the church.  We are not yet certain of our course, but we are determined to do all in 

our power to be worthy recipients of the generous gift and legacy of the 27.   Always, ideas are 

easier to find than to implement.  Wendell Berry phrased it better:  

 

“There are, it seems, two muses: the Muse of Inspiration, who gives us 

inarticulate visions and desires, and the Muse of Realization, who returns again 

and again to say ‘It is yet more difficult than you thought.’ This is the muse of 

form. It may be then that form serves us best when it works as an obstruction, 

to baffle us and deflect our intended course. It may be that when we no longer 

know what to do, we have come to our real work and when we no longer know 

which way to go, we have begun our real journey. The mind that is not baffled is 

not employed. The impeded stream is the one that sings.” 

 

   We will be stretching our boundaries into the surrounding territory -- Freeport is on the 

agenda for Spring!  this is an experiment in establishing off-campus satellite services.  

Meanwhile, we can use your support, and I am not talking about money!  The pledge campaign 



is over, and you were (as usual) very generous, even to the point where we can now give ALL 

the cash we receive in the Sunday offering to our Service Partners.  What a wonderful gift to the 

community!  That is what this place and this people have been for 119 years -- a gift to the 

community.  May it continue; may it increase!  Meanwhile, by “support,” I mean presence, not 

presents.  As in the beginning, when the 27 gathered, each one was necessary.  So it is now.  

Each of you is necessary, wanted, and welcome.  Surprise me; fill the sanctuary!  Bring friends! 

 

Blessings, 

Armida 

 

 

Board Report 

The Church board that was nominated, voted on, and approved at the annual meeting is as 

follows. Co-moderators, Ted Davenport and Linda Weeder, Secretary Sheila Haman, Treasurer 

Leslie Hawley, Financial Secretary Randy Downing, and Stewards Mark Haman and Martha Wolf. 

Thanks to everyone that came and participated and to Doug and Laura Dufford for the cooked 

turkey. The new board will convene in February and get started on the suggestions and ideas 

that were brought up. Feel free to contact a board member if you have a question, problem, or 

suggestion for us to consider. We meet the seconded Monday of the month at 5:00pm at the 

Church. Although not a requirement for membership, your presence on Sunday mornings would 

be greatly appreciated, especially when new people come and the pews are mostly empty. The 

winter months can be difficult at times to take that first step out the door, but once you get here 

you'll find the effort was worth it. Armida's services are inspiring and the lay led services are 

thoughtful along with the great music provided by our talented musicians.  

 SOUP BOWL SUNDAY 

February 4th is Soup Bowl Sunday!! 

We are asking 4 or 5 people to bring a crockpot full of soup.  All others can bring something to 

go along with the soup.  EVERYBODY is to bring a Soup Bowl for the gastronomical event.  Let's 

see what a variety of soup bowls we own!  Sign up to bring soup or whatever.  What a great way 

to celebrate Souper Bowl Sunday! 

 

Church Cancellation Protocol 

Church services and other Church related events have to be canceled from time to time because 

of weather emergencies or other unforeseen situations. It's the Co-Moderators responsibility to 

call off any Church function where we can't have a scheduled service of any type. For future 

reference, the following procedure will be in place and these television stations will be contacted. 

From the Quad Cities 8-WQAD  6-KWQC  4-WHBF . From Rockford  23-WIFR  17-WTVO  13-

WREX . We will also will send out an e-mail for the people on that list. The safety of our 

members and friends is paramount so use good judgment when the roads become unsafe for 

travel. Feel free to contact the Co-Moderators also with advice or questions. Mark Haman (815-

777-0493)  Ted Davenport (815-238-8781) 



News From the Endowment Fund 

This news article will be used occasionally to keep you informed about our church’s endowment 

fund.  As you probably we know, we have had an endowment fund for several years now.  Our 

endowment fund is currently invested solely in the Unitarian Universalist Common Endowment 

Fund (UUCEF).  The UUCEF practices “Socially Responsible Investing” which will be discussed 

later in this article.  It was a good year for our fund gaining almost $8,000 in earnings ending 

with a balance of approximately $56,400.   

 It is the Board’s intent to continue growing the endowment fund until we reach a point one day 

(hopefully) where the annual earnings from this fund provide a substantial portion of the funds 

needed for our annual operating budget.  This is the true intent of an endowment, it is not a 

rainy day fund, but a generator of earnings that help fund operations.  We urge you to consider 

donations to the endowment fund, especially through legacy giving.  Think about including our 

church in your will.  Leaving $20,000 to the church’s endowment fund in your will is the same as 

making a forever annual pledge of $1,000 per year (assuming the fund earns 5% annually), a 

substantial gift indeed. 

So, what is Socially Responsible Investing? 

Socially responsible investing (SRI) is ensuring that our investments are aligned with our values. 

None of us want to make our financial returns at the expense of seriously harming ourselves, 

other humans, or the environment. 

The four components of socially responsible investing include: 

Investment Screening:  Negative Screening is trying to avoid doing unnecessary harm, such as 

by avoiding investments in companies that are serious polluters, employ sweatshops, or have 

racist or sexist policies. Positive Screening is preferring investments in companies that provide a 

societal good as well as a safe and attractive return, such as companies with good 

environmental records. 

Shareholder Advocacy:  proposing and representing resolutions at annual stockholder meetings 

to encourage companies to adopt policies consistent with your values. 

Proxy Voting:  using your shareholder voting power to vote on important issues of corporate 

governance, and proposed shareholder resolutions, through the annual proxy voting process 

Community Development: setting aside some portion of funds, often 1%, to be invested in local 

businesses that generate jobs and opportunities in addition to an attractive return. Many 

Community Development Financial Institutions exist for managing such investments for you. 

If you have questions about our endowment fund or about your possible participation, I would 

love to hear from you – Randy Downing 

 

 

 



NWIL Gender and Sexuality Alliance.   

One of our new UU Service Partners this year is the NWIL Gender and Sexuality Alliance.  They 

are offering a volunteer training and information night on Monday, February 5, from 5-7:30 at 
the Jo Daviess Carroll CTE Academy, 950 US Rte 20 W in Elizabeth.  Come and learn how you 

can support LGBTQ youth in our community.  This fun, free event will provide basic information 

on the LGBTQ community, explain our local club, and provide opportunities for you to get 
involved. Refreshments will be provided.  No advance reservations are needed.  - Sheila Haman 

 

Touchstones theme for February - LOVE 

Please join us on Sunday, February 4 for the Touchstones Adult Discussion Group.  We'll meet at 

9:15 a.m. in the RE area.  This group is open to anyone interested in some stimulating, thought 
provoking conversations.  No need to sign-up, just show-up!  The material that will be discussed 

is at: http://www.uuchurchofstockton.org/touchstones.html. If you have a chance please look 

over the discussion material.  We're pretty loose, so we'll be happy to have your thoughts 

whether you've read the material or not.  Please consider joining us!   ~ Laura Dufford 
 

A reminder to the Galena/West end group – next meeting is Thursday, February 22 at 11:30 at  

E-Town. ~ Sheila Haman 
 

News and Notes 

We learned a smidgeon about DREAMS on Sunday, January 28th.  Thanks to Linda Weeder for 

having the courage to share a dream with the congregation.  It lead to many comments and 

ever-expanding possibilities -- just like a dream!  Thanks also to Char Thompson for her 
insights.  Now I (Armida) am wondering if we might start a dream group for people interested in 

exploring their dreams in the company of others who are receptive, perceptive, and confidential.  

Probably meet for breakfast at my house weekly bi-weekly or monthly.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the hospitality table in Patterson Room, or call me at 815-990-8200.  Oh, and more 

thanks to Mel Heidenreich and Parry Stevens for the lovely music that day. 
 

Worship Committee 

In February the weather might still be a bit of a challenge, but don’t let that keep you from 

joining us on Sunday mornings this month. Once again your Worship Committee has planned 

wonderful services for all of us. 

February 4.  Irene Borowski and two members of the board of the Gender Sexuality Alliance will 

speak to us about their work in our area. 

February 11.  . Something About Love, which happens to be a rather difficult and demanding 

spiritual path.  Just consider the story of Mirabai, whose ordeals and delights I will mention in 

my annual diatribe against love. Rev. Armida. 

February 18.  Members of our congregation will share their “love” stories with us as we all 

consider all the people and things we are passionate about. 

February 25.  Rev.. Throw Rugs and Magic Carpets, being about how we deal with -- change!  

Thanks to Jane Goodspeed for the suggestion. Rev. Armida. 

We hope that you will agree that our services along with the company of fellow UUs will 

enlighten your life once again this month. 

 



BTW, the worship committee is looking for more members. In a small congregation, 

we all need to step forward to maintain a vibrant community.  Please consider if this is 

one way that you can help. 

CALENDAR- February 2018 CHURCH INFORMATION 
Sunday, February 4 10:30 a.m. Irene Thraen -  
Borowski speaks on Gender Sexuality Alliance.  
Before the service:  9:15 a.m.  Touchstones!  
Everyone welcome. 

Sunday, February 11, 10:30 a.m. Rev. Armida - 
Something About Love, which happens to be a 
rather difficult and demanding spiritual path.  Just 
consider the story of Mirabai, whose ordeals and 
delights I will mention in my annual diatribe against 
love.  
Sunday, February 18 , 10:30 a.m. Congregation 
Members share “love stories”.  
Thursday, February 22 at 11:30 Touchstones  

Galena/West end group – next meeting at  E-Town 
Sunday, February 25, 10:30 a.m.   Rev. Armida. 
Throw Rugs and Magic Carpets, being about how 
we deal with -- change! 
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