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MINISTER’S SLANT - Chalices of all sorts, or Water, water everywhere … 

 

I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys:  

I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. — Isaiah 41:18 

 

This promise came to the Israelites when they were in captivity, far from their own land, 

homesick and needing rescue from their oppressors. In this verse, the prophet speaks of 

rescue/salvation in terms of water — water flowing, gushing, collecting in pools. For a 

people living in the desert, the imagery is apt and understandable, since water is what is 

always in short supply and always comes as a blessing. 

 

For us, we who live in lands that are presently overflowing with the blessing of water, 

the promise sounds more like a threat than a boon. What we want now is a drying wind 

so the basement pools can evaporate, so the crops in the fields can stand straight in the 

sun. Scripture speaks to the lives of the people at the time when the stories were 

written and collected. The Israelites, camped in a foreign land in the time of the writing 

of Isaiah, knew what they needed and most wanted — home, water. They were not 

inundated with alternative messages, as we are — from the radio, television, internet. 

The voices come to us suggesting that we NEED this or that product, item, thing, in 

order to be okay, to live well, to succeed, to attract lovers and friends or at least not 

repel them with bodily odors or functions. Consumer society depends upon the adverts 

to keep us feeling insecure and obedient to their suasions. But I digress. 

 

The Old Testament stories inform us that it was the young women of the tribes who 

tended the wells, gathered water from the springs, and fed the livestock. Jacob met his 

beloved Rachel when he first arrived in Haran and interceded between her and some 

ruffians who tried to keep her from the well. 

 

Women in many societies were associated with water. The Britannica tells us, “water 

deities were extremely popular with Celtic Society for they controlled the essential 

essence of life itself. The spontaneous movement of springs, rivers and lakes clearly 

showed the supernatural powers of the goddesses who lived within; and offerings at 

such aquatic features were commonplace, especially of weapons and other valuables.” 

The Lady of the Lake was one of the water spirits and also the keeper of Excalibur. 

Eventually, Christian mythology mingled with Arthurian legends and added to 



them. The Well at Glastonbury might be the place where Joseph of Arimathea hid the 

Chalice that was used in the last supper and the first communion of spirit, the one that a 

few days later caught drops of blood at the Crucifixion. At certain times of the year, the 

water in the well runs red from iron in the rocks and lends credence to the tale. So the 

question remains, is the Holy Grail of the Arthurian legends also that Chalice, or some 

more ancient symbol of ongoing life?  

 

The Chalice Well is covered by the figure of the 

Visica Piscis, two overlapping circles bisected 

and held together by a sword. The intersecting 

circles hint at the intersection of the inner and 

outer worlds, and the sword could be a 

reference to Excalibur, holding the material and 

the spiritual worlds in creative tension. It is 

believed that King Arthur is buried at 

Glastonbury Abbey. 

 

People still throw coins (valuables) into fountains and wells, but probably few know the 

origins of the practice, that the offerings were once tribute to the guardians of the deep. 

Perhaps the blessing told in Psalms 23 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He 

leads me beside still waters only tells half the tale. The waters are there, replenished 

and sustained by Nimue and her kind, who can travel the world through its waterways 

and appear anywhere, bringing a blessing. For now, though, I think my prayer will be, 

“Ladies, thank you, but — enough.” 

   

Co-Moderator’s Report 

This month’s Co-Moderator Report is unique.  The Board has decided to suspend services in 

August in a nod to years past.  And yet, we are looking to the future – at our annual retreat, the 

Board will be choosing goals from the results of our Long Range Planning survey.   

We are a small but active church with great potential.  However, we struggle to get more of our 

members to attend regularly and get involved in activities.  There is such good energy when we 

have 35-40 people in the pews! 

This month we will also have several work sessions at church – cleaning, painting, etc.  Ask 

Armida about when you can come and help. 

And don’t forget the Church Picnic!  This year it will be at Melody Heidenreich’s house on 

Sunday, August 27th – see you there!            

 Mark Haman, Co-Moderator 

 

 



Summer Picnic 

Members and friends are invited to our all-church picnic to  be held Sunday, August 27th at Mel 

Heidenreich’s house.  (Indoor, porch, deck and outdoor seating !)   Please bring a dish to pass, 

table service, and a lawn chair if you wish.  Entrée’s and beverages will be provided.    

Directions to Mel’s:  From US 20, east of Stockton, go south on Willow Rd.  for 3 miles to Blair 

Hill Road and turn right (west.)   Watch for the sign!  (Mel’s phone:814-990-8441) 

 

Notices 

The Freeport Choral Society will be holding their summer concert on Sunday August 6th, at the 

Krape Park Band Shell in Freeport, at 7:00 pm. This year from our Church, Parry Stevens, Sally 

Fischer, and Ted Davenport are participating. Come and listen to some fun numbers at a very 

unique setting. In case of inclement weather the concert will be held at the U.C.C. Church; 1010 

S. Park St. 

Our newsletters are now being produced in-house and sent electronically through Mail Chimp. 

There are 39 people who receive the newsletter via “snail mail”. We want to be sure the snail 

mail list is accurate and hope to reduce this number to save on printing and postage.  

If you’re receiving this newsletter via the post office and wish to receive it via email, or, if you 

no longer wish to receive the newsletter please contact Sheila: sheila.haman626@gmail.com or 

call at 815-777-0493 or text at 563-552- 8596. You may also send a note to Sheila Haman c/o, 

the UU Church of Stockton, 219 N. Pearl, Stockton, IL 61085.     

Please note that our newsletters are always posted on the church’s website, so if you can get to 

a computer, you can find it there. Thank you for helping us “clean up” our contact list and thank 

you to those who have already contacted me – it is really appreciated! ~ Sheila Haman 

 

BAMM Sale Coming 

Our church’s semiannual books- art-music-and-  “more good stuff”  sale (NAMED “BAMM by  Lee 

Anderson)  will be held September First,  (10:00AM-6:00 PM)  and Second (9:00 AM-1:00PM) at 

the church.  Please bring your books, music and art, as well as “better-than-most garage sale 

type items to the church as soon as possible.   Work to set up the sale will be held from Monday, 

8/28 through Thursday, 8/3. The schedule to be determined by your volunteering!  There will be 

a special preview sale for members Thursday evening from 5:00-7:00.      

Please call Linda Weeder (815-777-0875)  or Mel Heidenreich (815-990-8441) to let us know 

when you are available.  (If we don’t hear from you,  we’ll call you!) 

 

 

 



COUNCIL HILL STATION BENEFIT CONCERT  - Saturday, September 16 

 

Illustration courtesy of Carl Johnson 

Come to the 4th annual UU Service Partner Benefit Concert at Council Hill Station in Scales 

Mound on Saturday, September 16 from 2-5 p.m.  The band this year is Kampfire Kings, playing  

60’s, 70’s, and 80’s acoustic rock.  There will be food and beverages available, a silent auction 

and a 50/50 drawing. $5 suggested donation and all proceeds go to our 12 service partners. 

This year we even received sponsorship help from Illinois Bank and Trust, Apple River State 

Bank, and First Community Bank of Galena.  This means we will be able to give more money to 

our service partners.                       

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We will be needing volunteers to help sell tickets, help with the silent 

auction,  do set-up and clean-up, and provide silent auction items.  If you can help, please 

contact any of the committee members to get involved:  Bill and Nancy Schuldt, Doug and Laura 

Dufford, Alice Ericksen, Kate Miller, and Mark and Sheila Haman.  We are hoping this will be our 

most successful benefit yet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Touchstones – A New Monthly Journal for UUs 

 
     Our church has had a long and lively history of “Adult Forums”- 6-10 people gathering 

monthly to discuss a wide variety of topics such as religion, philosophy, books, articles from UU 

World, social issues and politics. It was a good way to learn about each other, develop lasting 

friendships and expand our thinking and spirituality. The one down-side to these groups was 

that it was difficult to come up with topics or materials to use as resources.  Sometimes we 

struggled. 

     Two years ago, we were introduced to the “Soul Matters” program which provided monthly 

discussion themes and activities for adult discussion.  This was a much better system, but many 

of us felt the materials were somewhat lacking at times.  This spring, the Board learned of a new 

program that other churches have started to use and are really enjoying called Touchstones.  It 

has a number of advantages: .  It features an 8-page monthly journal with theme related 

articles and stories, daily “Readings from the Common Bowl”, a Family Matters section, and a 1-

page Adult Discussion section.  The adult discussions don’t require any advance preparation -

“walk-ins” are welcome!  And the Journal is for everyone, even if you are not in a discussion 

group.  The Journal will be a good way for us to have a common experience beyond the Sunday 

service.  I just completed reading the August Touchstones Journal on “Ambiguity and Paradox” 

and really found it compelling.  Hard copies will be available at church but are also going to be 

posted on our church’s website.  You will be able to find it online at 

http://www.uuchurchofstockton.org/touchstones.html.  We hope you check it out! 

     Another feature which convinced us of the value of Touchstones was the fact that it also 

provides lots of worship material and resources.  This should be a great help to the Worship 

Team which is responsible for planning two to three services a month.  FYI, our church does pay 

an annual fee of $300 for the Touchstones program.  We think it will be worth it with your 

involvement.  Please take advantage of this excellent material and please consider starting a 

small discussion group.  We have a Galena-area group which meets during the day at various 

homes and locations. Linda Weeder is the organizer.  We also have a newer group that meets in 

the RE area before church.  Laura Dufford is the organizer.  We plan to be starting back up in 

September.  The Board would love to see as many people involved in groups as possible.  Please 

consider it and let us know if you have any questions. 

 

 

http://www.uuchurchofstockton.org/touchstones.html


CALENDAR- August 2017 CHURCH INFORMATION 
SUNDAYS IN AUGUST - VACATION 

 

Sunday, August 6, All Morning — Board of 

Trustees Retreat.  Door will be open for you to bring 

books, art, music for the sale.  There is a cart just 

inside the Patterson Room door. 

 

Sundays, August 13 and 20, 9:30 a.m. - 

noonish.  Clean-up/fix-up with continental 

breakfast.  Bring brooms, rags, small vacuums, 

carpet shampoo machines, etc.  This will be fun!! 

(Note: Aug. 13, 9:30 a.m. Grief Group meets at 

Armida’s house.) 

 

Sunday, August 27 — CHURCH PICNIC at Mel 

Heidenreich’s home.  13487 E. Blair Hill Rd., 

Stockton.  Bring lawn chairs, side dishes and table 

service.  Main dish and beverages provided by the 

Board. 

 

Sunday, September 3      CHURCH SERVICES 

RESUME – ARMIDA IN THE PULPIT 

  219 N PEARL STREET, STOCKTON, IL 

  
Wheel chair parking and elevator access is 

available from the rear parking lot. 
Sunday Services at 10:30 AM 

Rev. Armida Alexander 

UUChurchOfStockton.org 
Facebook.com/UUChurchOfStockton 

uustockton@gmail.com 

 


