
Rev. Erik David Carlson 

Rev. Carlson is available for pastoral 
services.  If you or someone you know 
is in need, please contact Rev. Carlson 
at uureverend@gmail.com or by 
leaving a message at the church: 
815.947.3812. 

All requests for pastoral care will be kept 
confidential. 

Please write Rev. Erik to receive 
electronic newsletters. 

 

The Stockton Universalist Newsletter November 2015 

 

FROM YOUR MINISTER 
I would like to start by thanking everyone who has been so supportive the last several months, 
both of my announcement to transition to a new position next summer and of my trip to 
worship with the Unitarian Universalists in New Orleans.  Returning to my former internship 
church to share the message and engage in worship with this resilient community of UUs was 

a deeply moving experience for me and my whole family. 

We have a very exciting month ahead of us working with 
the Soul Matters theme of “Ancestry” – which we will 

begin to explore our very first Sunday during our all-ages Halloween service. 

I encourage everyone to read the packet excerpt included in this newsletter and 
continue meeting with your small groups sometime during November. 

I also announced during service in October that one of our Stockton area 
churches has pulled out of our annual Thanksgiving and Good Friday worship 
services, partially because of the inclusivity of our Unitarian Universalist 
theology.  I invite everyone to show your support of our interfaith work by attending the Thanksgiving Eve service 
to be held at our church, 7pm on Wednesday, November 25th. 

Many blessings for a wonderful month ahead- and hope to see you at church! – Rev. Erik 

HALLOWEEN SERVICE – NOVEMBER 1ST! 
This Sunday is our annual all-ages Halloween service- wear your costume and be 
ready for some fun activities during our regular worship time! 

Focused on our November theme of “Ancestry” we will be learning about the Day of 
the Dead and other world religious traditions that center around ancestors. 

Tell your friends- this is a wonderful service for all ages! 

HARVEST POTLUCK – NOVEMBER 8TH 
Our annual Harvest Potluck dinner and pledge drive kickoff will be on 
November 8th, 2015 immediately following service in the Patterson room. 
Please bring a dish to pass and table service, drinks will be provided.  Some 
preliminary views of next year’s financial outlook will be presented.  Pledge 
cards will be handed out and you may complete it at that time or return it later 
after you had time to decide what is the right amount you can give.  

All pledge cards should be returned by November 30th, 2015.  We have come a 
long way under Rev. Erik Carlson's tenure, and to continue this progress your active participation, commitment, 
and ideas are what will determine the future of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Stockton.  We need your 
financial support so give serious thought as to what level of giving you can afford. Hope to see everyone on 
November 8th!   -Your 2015 Pledge Drive Committee: Ted Davenport, John Fischer, Laurie Wurster, Brett Blair 

UU SEEKERS SESSION, NOV 15TH – NEW MEMBER SUNDAY, DEC 6TH  
Have you been thinking about joining the Stockton Unitarian Universalist family?  New member Sunday is coming up 

on December 6th.  If you are interested or have questions please contact Rev. Erik and try to attend the open UU 
Seekers’ Session after service on November 15th.  We are a welcoming community and enjoy opening our arms to 
new members. 
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2015-16 Transition Team 
Alice Ericksen, Chair 
Randy Downing 
Rich Mattas 
Mark Haman 
Nancy Schuldt 
  

2015 Board Roster 

Moderators 
Ted Davenport (2017) 
Mark Haman (2016) 

Secretary 
Sheila Haman (2017) 

Financial Secretary 
John Fischer (2017) 

Treasurer 
Leslie Hawley (2017) 

Stewards 
Laura Dufford (2018) 
Bill Schuldt (2016) 
Joan Rawce Metzger (2017) 

Email: 
board@UUChurchOfStockton.org  

NEWS FROM YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
At the October B.O.T. Meeting it was approved to purchase a tablet and flat 

screen T.V. to use in the Patterson room for R.E. and congregational meetings 
with the monies coming from the chalice lighter grant.   

Pledges for 2015 are running a little behind what was pledged. This is a reminder to 
try to catch up and if you need to know what you owe, please contact John 
Fischer for that information.  

The Stockton Ministerial Association Community Thanksgiving Service will be held 
at our Church on Wednesday 25th at 7pm – all are welcome.  

If anyone is interested in serving on the Fine Arts Committee please contact Mark 
Haman, that committee needs people to fill the vacancies that have occurred. 

-Ted Davenport, Co-Moderator 

 

NEWS FROM YOUR TRANSITION TEAM 
Have you filled out your survey yet?  If so, great and thanks for your vital input.  If 

not, remember that we need your responses by November 6th.   

Assessing the survey is simple.  Go to www.surveymonkey.com/r/StocktonUU.  
You then need to enter your person ID number which you were given in our 
October 13th letter.  It should take about 30 minutes to fill out the survey.   

Remember if you’re having trouble accessing the survey or you are 
uncomfortable filling out the survey on line, we can send you a hard-copy.  Just 
contact Rich Mattas at 815-858-2048 to get one.  We all need to be involved as we move through the process of 
Transitioning to a new minister. Thank you for your sharing your ideas with us. 

- Your Ministerial Transition Team 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – SUNDAYS NOVEMBER 8TH & 22ND 

FAMILY SERVICE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH AT 5:30PM 
In October we explored the theme of “Letting Go” within 
our religious education classes and Family Service, 
culminating with our sand-painted mandalas! 

Based on our Soul Matters theme of “Ancestors,” our 
Sunday morning lessons in November will focus on the 
people in our lives and history we are most proud of and 
who influence us the most.   

Be sure to fill out registration forms for all youth 
participating in our program, and don’t miss our upcoming 
Family Service on Thursday, November 19th, starting with 
dinner at 5:30pm!  The evening will include a worship time 
and crafts activity and a time for families to get to know 
one another better.  All are welcome! 

UU MUSICIAN PETER MAYER IN CONCERT – 11/20 7PM DEKALB, IL 
UU Musician Peter Mayer will be playing a concert at our sister congregation, the UU Fellowship of DeKalb, 158 N. 

4th St, DeKalb, IL on Friday, Nov. 20th starting at 7pm (doors open at 6:30pm).  Known for UU anthems such as 
“Blue Boat Home,” Mayer is a world-renowned artist dedicated to ecology and UU values and has independently 
sold over 70,000 copies of his albums. 

Tickets available (beginning the week of October 19, 2015) online from from DeKalb County Tickets 
(https://dekalbcountytickets.ticketforce.com/) or at the Egyptian Theater Box Office in DeKalb (815-758-1225, 135 N. 
2nd Street, Dowtown DeKalb IL 60115).   
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SOUL MATTERS NOVEMBER – “ANCESTRY” 

What Does It Mean To Be A People of Ancestry?  

 
 

Some people are your relatives but others are your ancestors, and you choose the ones you want to have as ancestors. 
You create yourself out of those values.  

— Ralph Ellison 
 

Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure of all classes—our ancestors. It is the democracy of the dead. 
Tradition refuses to submit to the small and arrogant oligarchy of those who merely happen to be walking around. 

— G. K. Chesterton 
 
Ancestor-conscious people speak of blessings differently. People of ancestry look at their blessings and choose to 

see not only a gift, but also a responsibility. It’s one thing to gratefully celebrate the blessings passed on to us; it’s 
quite another to be so grateful for those blessings that we can’t help but ensure they get passed on to others. 
Simply put, ancestors pass on obligations. To be a people of ancestry means recognizing that something of value 
has been entrusted to you and that there is a long line of people behind you counting on you to pass it on. Even 
expecting this of you. 

And whether that expectation feels to you like a blessing or a burden, it most surely also reminds you that you are 
part of something larger. Ancestors don’t simply tell you that you are obligated; they tell you that you are 
obligated to something larger. And not just that you are obligated to it, but that it is dependent on you. Whether 
the story continues to be told is up to you! . . . Ancestors plop these incomplete and intimidating endeavors in our 
laps and say, “We’ve done our part and taken it as far as we can. The next step of the journey is in your hands. — 
Scott Tayler 

EXPERIENCES — CHOOSE AT LEAST ONE 

A: Many family traditions are in danger of extinction.  The recipe that was required at every Thanksgiving but now no 
one bothers with. The outdated and supposedly tedious task of writing a handwritten letter…  Family game 
night…  Even sitting down at the dinner table to eat together.  Here’s your task, put simply: Dust off an old, 
forgotten family tradition and protect it from extinction. 

B: Being a people of ancestry sometimes means putting an end to what’s been passed on. We are all working in one 
way or another to break family cycles of dysfunction. We also know that we are not the first to struggle with 
changing our ancestral storyline. Identify a family member who you know has been central to the cycles of your 
family changing. Find a way to thank them and talk to them about what it was like for them. If no longer alive, how 
can you honor their memory? 

  



 

SESSION PLAN 

Chalice Lighting 
  
“They Are With Us Still” 
In the struggles we choose for ourselves, 
in the ways we move forward in our lives 
and bring our world forward with us, 
It is right to remember the names of those 
who gave us strength in this choice of living. 
It is right to name the power of hard lives well-lived. 
We share a history with those lives. 
We belong to the same motion. 
They too were strengthened by what had gone before. 
They too were drawn on by the vision of what might 
come to be. 

Those who lived before us, 
who struggled for justice and suffered injustice 
before us, 
have not melted into the dust, and have not 
disappeared. 
They are with us still. 
The lives they lived hold us steady. 
Their words remind us and call us back to ourselves. 
Their courage and love evoke our own. 
We, the living, carry them with us: 
We are their voices, their hands and their hearts. 
We take them with us, and with them choose the 
deeper path of living. 
                                                                — Kathleen McTigue 

 
General Check-In 
Question: re-introduce yourself (name, place of birth, hobby) and then answer: 
“Which ancestor, biological or adopted, would you love to spend more time with?” 
 
Homework - People share their homework.  After sharing, discussion. 
 
Conversation - a question that “grabs” you, and answer. After sharing, discussion. 
1. Would your ancestors be proud? 
2. How are your ancestors speaking today? Are you making the time to listen? 
3. Is it time to tell the ancestors’ secrets? 
4. It is true that you are burdened by an ancestry that you can’t control or change?  
      Are you using your ancestry as an excuse? 
5. Have you found your favorite UU ancestor? Do you know whose shoulders you stand on? Have you decided whose  
      legacy you want to help live on? 
6. What happened to that tradition you so loved as a kid? Why did you let it go? Are you sure there is no way to  
      creatively bring it back? 
7. How does Thanksgiving need to change this year? What ritual or tradition needs brought back? What needs to go? 
 
Check-Out - What’s your take-away from “ancestry”?  Your gratitude for this time?   
 
Closing Words: by Mi-Shell Jessen 

The very air surrounding us  

and moving the flame is the air  

our Ancestors were breathing.  

There is no other. 

GOING DEEPER: 

Download the complete November Soul Matters packet at http://UUChurchOfStockton.org/ancestry.pdf 

 

 
 

http://uuchurchofstockton.org/ancestry.pdf


DAY OF THE DEAD CELEBRATION – OCTOBER 31ST 8PM-11PM 
On October 31st, from 8-11pm, there will be a special Day of the Dead celebration held in the sanctuary of the church 

by Chris and Anastasia, sponsored by Temple Of The Greek Gods.  The name of the event is 
Journey of the Soul.  This is a celebration of our blessed ancestors, passed loved ones, Heroes, and 
Gods of the Beyond.  

Join us for a ritual, divination, and a potluck dinner honoring our ancestors and beloved dead.  
Please bring a dish to pass that is either a recipe of a deceased loved one, or reminds you of them.  

We will all gather down in the Patterson Rom after the event to eat in honor of the deceased and 
discuss our dishes and the people who inspired us to bring them. The event is free, but donations 

are welcome.   Suggested donation $5 to be split between the UU Church and the Temple of the Greek Gods. 

CHOCOLATE FEAST THANK YOU!  
Many thanks to everyone who helped set up, clean up, bake, cook, serve, sell 
tickets, buy tickets and all of our silent auction donors and bidders at this 
year’s Great Beginnings & Chocolate Finales fundraiser!   

We had another wonderful evening of music and great food and finished our 
yearly fundraising season with a bang! 

Thank you!   

-The Great Beginnings & Chocolate Finales committee 

 

NEWS FROM THE FACC 
Our church community continues its support of FACC with a kind generosity.  Taylor Rockwell 
“delivered the goods” for October.  As is our method, he was able to convert the cash from your 
donations to personal items for the pantry.  We are looking for more friends to make the monthly 
delivery.  Volunteers please! 

Kimberlee Carlson has been volunteering for the FACC twice a week since September and says 
“Thank you!” to everyone who purchased items and donated cash.  She also says that the things 

that are always in short supply are shampoo, conditioner and especially toilet paper!  

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:  Again this year we are collecting wrapped Christmas candy for the FACC 
Christmas Baskets. (One cannot live on bread alone.)  Your bags of candy will be opened and repackaged in small 
bags to be in each basket.  The number will be over 150 baskets, I believe.  Starting now, brings bags of Christmas 
candy to church. There will be a collection box there.  Hint: all the Dollar stores will be featuring candy soon after 
Halloween.  Our deadline is DECEMBER 6. 

Many thanks for all you are doing and have done for the clients at FACC! - Dick and Joan Harmet, delegates. 

STOCKTON COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE  

UU STOCKTON – 7PM WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH  
Come show your support for the interfaith Stockton Ministerial Association by attending our annual Thanksgiving 

Eve service on Wednesday, November 25th at 7pm.  We will need a couple volunteers to coordinate light 
refreshments after the service and to help hand out bulletins to our guests.  Rev. Erik and other representatives of 
the Stockton area congregations will present during the service. 

MEMBERS IN NEED OF RIDES AND CARPOOLS 
There are currently several members and friends of the church in need of rides to church and during the 
week (to doctors’ appointments, run errands, etc.).  If you might be available to help provide a ride for 
someone in need, or if you could use a ride to church yourself, please contact Rev. Erik at 815.947.3812 or 

uureverend@gmail.com. 
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CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 2015 
Saturday, October 31st 8:00pm Day of the Dead Celebration 
Sunday, November 1st 10:30am Service: All-Ages Halloween 
Sunday, November 8th 10:30am Service: Ancestry 
  Religious Education: Ancestry 
Sunday, November 8th 12:00pm Harvest Potluck Pledge Drive Kickoff 
Monday, November 9th 6:00pm UU Stockton Board Meeting 
Sunday, November 15th 10:30am Service: Ancestry 
Sunday, November 15th 11:45am UU Seekers Session 
Sunday, November 22nd 10:30am Service 
  Religious Education: Ancestry 
Wednesday, November 25th 7:00pm Stockton Ministerial Assn. 

Thanksgiving service, UU Stockton 
Sunday, November 29th 10:30am Service: All-Ages Thanksgiving 

homecoming service 
Sunday, December 6th 10:30am Service: Membership Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN    UNIVERSALIST    CHURCH 

219 N PEARL ST, STOCKTON, IL 61085 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

 
Wheel chair parking and elevator access is available 

from the rear parking lot. 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 AM 

CHILD CARE EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:30 AM 

REV. ERIK DAVID CARLSON, MINISTER 

OFFICE HOURS: 11AM – 3PM MON, WED, FRI 815.947.3812 

UUCHURCHOFSTOCKTON.ORG 
FACEBOOK.COM/UUCHURCHOFSTOCKTON 

UUREVEREND@GMAIL.COM 

 

 

 

 


