
Rev. Erik David Carlson 

Rev. Carlson is available for pastoral 
services.  If you or someone you know 
is in need, please contact Rev. Carlson 
at uureverend@gmail.com or by 
leaving a message at the church: 
815.947.3812. 

All requests for pastoral care will be kept 
confidential. 

Please write Rev. Erik to receive 
electronic newsletters. 

 

2015 Board Roster 

Moderators 
Ted Davenport (2017) 
Mark Haman (2016) 

Secretary 
Sheila Haman (2017) 

Financial Secretary 
John Fischer (2017) 

Treasurer 
Leslie Hawley (2017) 

Stewards 
Laura Dufford (2018) 
Bill Schuldt (2016) 
Joan Rawce Metzger (2017) 

Email: 
board@UUChurchOfStockton.org  
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FROM YOUR MINISTER 
May of 2015 was a landmark month for our congregation, 
featuring our annual Flower Communion celebration for 
Mothers’ Day, our spring Membership Sunday where we 
welcomed four new members and acknowledged the life of two 
others, the Italian Cuisine Dinner and Plant Sale fundraisers, as 
well as a very special concert by UU musician Jim Scott with over 
70 people in attendance!  

I was honored to perform the wedding of UU Stockton member 
Kerry Davis to child of the church Adam Lloyd in a beautiful 

ceremony in Dixon, Illinois on May 16th.  We wish Kerry and Adam and their whole family congratulations and 
blessings on their marriage! 

But perhaps the most exciting thing to come out of this past month for our 
congregation is the decision of the Board to participate in the Soul Matters 
program next year.  A collaborative effort of over 70 participating UU 
congregations, including the ones in our immediate area, the Soul Matters 
program bases worship and programming around shared monthly themes and 
provides materials for small-group discussions called Sharing Circles.   

The benefits of being part of the Soul Matters family are numerous, and include 
a streamlining of our worship planning and resources, coordinating with other 
UU churches on pulpit exchanges and other shared materials, and a ready-
made program for starting our small group ministries come September.   

I am very excited about what this program will allow us to do and will help us become, remembering that we can 
tailor materials to our particular needs and interests, and can deviate from the theme for services to recognize 
current issues.  Sharing Circle planning and scheduling will begin over the summer- please stay tuned to the 
upcoming newsletters and website for details.  Please see the article later in this newsletter and check out 
SoulMattersSharingCircle.org for more information on the program.   

Many thanks to everyone who made May so special, have a blessed June and hope to see you soon!  - Rev. Erik 

NEWS FROM YOUR BOARD 
Your UU Stockton Board is very happy to announce that we received our funds 

from the MidAmerica UUA Chalice Lighters’ Grant we were awarded last year 
for the full amount requested in our application. 

This ensures the future of our revitalized Religious Education programming and 
staff position for two more budget cycles and allows us the freedom to 
experiement with different ways to involve families in the church.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed and to the Chalice Lighter Committee of the 
MidAmerica Region of the UUA. 

We are also excited about the beginning of the Soul Matters program and the 
Circle Picnics this summer which will be a precursor to our forming the Sharing 
Circles to discuss our monthly themes. 

And thank you to all our volunteers who made our May fundraisers so lucrative! 

- UU Church of Stockton, Board of Trustees 
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SOUL MATTERS PROGRAM 

 
It’s a simple but powerful idea: we are better together!   

The Soul Matters Sharing Circle is a group of over 70 congregations who follow 
the same monthly worship themes so they can more easily share small group 
material, as well as sermon, music and children’s religious education resources. 

Sharing Small Group Material:  This is the core of the Sharing Circle.  Sharing 
Circle members receive a monthly “Soul Matters” small group packet on the 
monthly theme.  They also have access to an archive of eight years’ of past Soul 
Matters small group packets. Using this shared resource is much more efficient than each congregation developing 
its own materials.  Duplicative work is avoided and we are freed up for other ministry.  

Sermon and Music Sharing:  Being on the same monthly worship themes also allows us to share sermons and 
worship music ideas. Some ministers join the Sharing Circle just to share sermons with each other!  A master list of 
links to each other’s online sermon archives makes sharing easy.  Our shared Google Doc folders make music 
sharing just as simple.  Our themes are “tagged” in the UUA WorshipWeb and UUWorld site, making it easy to find 
additional inspiration. 

Religious Education Resource Sharing:  The religious educators in the circle use our shared Google doc folders to 
share curriculum, children’s worship ideas, Coming-Of-Age activities and great stories related to the theme.   

HEALING SPIRITUAL DISCONNECTION 

Unitarian Universalism is about connection.  We are a religion that sees people struggling, not against our own sinful 
souls, but against a shallow, frantic and materialistic world that all-too-often leaves us disconnected from our 
deepest selves, life’s gifts and needs greater than one’s own.  Through providing circles of trust and deep listening, 
Soul Matters leads us back to connection.  Below are four distinctive attributes of the Soul Matters approach: 

I. EXPLORE THE WORSHIP THEMES IN MORE DEPTH 

Soul Matters is inextricably connected to the worship life of our congregations by providing group members with 
opportunities to explore one's congregation’s monthly worship themes in more depth.   

II. EXPERIENCE THE WORSHIP THEME, NOT JUST TALK ABOUT IT. 

There is nothing like experiential learning.  Honoring this, group members are given a “spiritual exercise” each 
month to engage prior to their group meeting. For instance, when we wrestled with the concept of grace, we 
didn’t just read what theologians had to say about it, we also challenged ourselves to find a way to bring grace into 
another person’s life.  

III. QUESTIONS TO WALK WITH, NOT TALK THROUGH.  

Soul Matters uses questions as tools for individual exploration.  Instead of asking our groups to go through the 
questions one by one and discussion them, Soul Matters group members to read all the questions ahead of time 
and find the one particular question that speaks to you personally. 

IV. A REMINDER THAT UUISM IS DISTINCTIVE & NOT AN “ANYTHING GOES” RELIGION.  

Our monthly themes focus us on a spiritual value that our UU faith has historically honored and emphasized. We are 
reminded that our faith dreams of a preferred way for us to be in the world, challenging each of us to ask “What 
does it mean to live a life with these particular values?” 

 

2015-2016 Themes 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Invitation 

Letting Go 

Ancestry 

Expectation 

Resistance 

Desire 

Liberation 

Creation 

Blessing 

Simplicity 

Sharing Circle planning and  
sign up to start this summer! 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This past month we had lessons about friendship, standing up for justice and legendary Unitarian activist Susan B. 

Anthony. We are now on summer vacation but have a couple special events planned- please stay tuned! 

Many thanks to the kids who participated all year, to our Religious Education families, and especially our teachers 
Lee Anderson, Nancy Schuldt and Sheila Haman and our RE Coordinator Mandy Nachampassack-Maloney.  We look 
forward to Mandy’s return from maternity leave over the summer so that we can begin working on next year’s 
programming- but we need your help: please let us know what you would like to see from our programs in the 
future and how you might be able to conribute to making it happen.  

Many blessings for a fun and safe summer!  - Your UU Stockton Religious Education Team 

ITALIAN CUISINE DINNER THANK YOU 

 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Italian Cuisine Dinner in May- we had a great turnout and 

exceeded our budget expectations.  Thank you! 

PLANT SALE THANK YOU 
Many thanks to everyone who helped dig plants, prepare the space, take questions and payments for our annual 

plant sale.  Special thanks to sale coordinators Laura Dufford and Diane Heath for all their work for this year’s sale. 

NEWS FROM THE FACC 
Do not forget our commitment to the FACC clients this month!  The bins are empty but there is plenty of time to fill 

them up.  Thanks to Margie Lyons for our May delivery. - Joan & Dick Harmet 

PANATHENAIA WORSHIP – JULY 25TH 4PM – 7PM 
After over 2,000 years, the Festival of Athena, Panathenaia, will be celebrated again in 
the sanctuary of the UU Church of Stockton. This festival, according to legend, was 
created by Theseus, in honor of the unification of Attica that He had brought together 
to form the City of Athens. It was a celebration of All (Pan) of Athens (Athenaia), and 
the religious festivities were centered around the city's patron Goddess, Athena.  More 
information in the July newsletter.  All are welcome! 



UU STOCKTON BOOK / MUSIC / ART SALE – THIS JULY-AUGUST! 
Just a reminder that this year’s book, music and art sale will be held on July 31st and August 1st.  This 

fundraiser can only be successful with your help.  Please keep saving books, records, CDs and DVDs.  
Also look around your house for any artwork that you think needs to find a new home.  You can 
bring these items to the church any time after the May plant sale. 

Also mark your calendars for the dates of the sale and several days during the week before.  We will 
need many hands to sort and display the items as well as folks to be present at the sale itself.  I will 
be getting a volunteer schedule out as the sale dates get closer.   

Please contact Alice Ericksen at 815-858-3880 or erickpa@molalla.net for more information.   

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  

 
On May 17th we welcomed four new members and one child to our congregation.  Signing our book were Aaron 

Dodson, Angel Miller, Chris and Anastasia Aldridge, whose son Griffon just turned five and is in our nursery 
program.  Please introduce yourself if you don’t know our new members yet, and be sure to make them feel 
welcome! 

We also be recognized the lives of friend of the church Lily Tolpo and child of the church Rev. Robert Dick with our 
retirement of their name badges on our memorial wall hanging.  Thanks to everyone who participated and 
represented Lily and Robert during the service. 

CIRCLE PICNICS THIS SUMMER 
Think summer!  Think picnics with old and new friends!  Doesn't that sound great?  
Then sign up for Circle Picnics!  Here's how it works.  Sign up as a couple or single 
or two singles.  We will form groups of eight to have a picnic.  One couple or single 
will act as host and will do the calling to set a date.  One c/s will provide the main 
dish; one c/s will provide a salad and one c/s will provide the dessert.  BYO drink 
usually works well.  

The first picnic will be in June followed by one in July and one in August.  Each 
month we will mix up the group.  Picnics can be evening or at lunch time.  How 

about one after church?  If you cannot travel too far please make a note of that.  Also make a note if you are unable 
to host.  Questions?  Call Linda Weeder 815-777-0875 or e-mail dlweeder@gmail.com.   

UU MEN’S GOLF OUTING 
We had so much fun last year that we like to do it again.  We have set the date as Saturday, 

September 4th at the Blackhawk Run Golf Course in Stockton.  The plan is to play nine holes 
(it’s easier for us old guys), followed by drinks and dinner.  To help in planning this event, 
please let me know that you plan to attend.  

Thank you and see you on the course!  Dick Harmet - joandick@jcwifi.com 

mailto:dlweeder@gmail.com


JIM SCOTT’S PETE SEEGER TRIBUTE CONCERT THANK YOU! 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped plan, prepare and spread the word about our phenomenal concert on May 30th.  

With over 70 people in attendance (many of whom were not church members), Jim treated us to many wonderful 
stories about his 40-year friendship with Pete and shared many beautiful songs. 

Because of numerous donors helping to underwrite the show and advertising, and because Jim agreed to take less 
money than his usual performance fees, we were able to raise over $400 dollars for our programming.  Many 
thanks to everyone and especially to Jim Scott for making this such a memorable and successful event! 

 

2015 FUNDRAISING DATES – MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Please mark your calendars for the upcoming fundraising events at the Unitarian 

Universalist Church of Stockton:  

Book, Music, Art Sale:  July 31st & August 1st  

Service Partner Concert:  September 12th at Council Hill Station, Scales Mound, IL 

Great Beginnings & Chocolate Finales:  October 3rd  

 

MEMBERS IN NEED OF RIDES AND CARPOOLS 
There are currently several members and friends of the church in need of rides to church and during 
the week (to doctors’ appointments, run errands, etc.).  If you might be available to help provide a 
ride for someone in need, or if you could use a ride to church yourself, please contact Rev. Erik at 
815.947.3812 or uureverend@gmail.com. 
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CALENDAR – JUNE 2015 
Sunday, June 7th 10:30am Service: Graduation Stick Binding  
Sunday, June 7th 11:45am Open Worship Team Meeting 
Monday, June 8th 6:30pm UU Stockton Board Meeting 
Sunday, June 14th 10:30am Service: Breadth of Universalism 
Sunday, June 21st 10:30am Service: Summer is Upon Us 
Sunday, June 28th 10:30am Service: Revelry 
Monday, June 29th  5:00pm June Newsletter deadline  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN    UNIVERSALIST    CHURCH 

219 N PEARL ST, STOCKTON, IL 61085 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

 
Wheel chair parking and elevator access is available 

from the rear parking lot. 

SUNDAY SERVICES & RELIGIOUS ED AT 10:30 AM 

CHILD CARE EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:30 AM 

REV. ERIK DAVID CARLSON, MINISTER 

OFFICE HOURS: 11AM – 3PM MON, WED, FRI 815.947.3812 

UUCHURCHOFSTOCKTON.ORG 
FACEBOOK.COM/UUCHURCHOFSTOCKTON 

UUREVEREND@GMAIL.COM 

 

 

 

 


